
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 2023/24 School year at St. Joseph. Last year was a year

full of change at SJS. We had a new administration team with Mr. Gal and myself assuming the roles of

associate principal and principal respectively for the first time. We also welcomed three new teachers into

the fold with the additions of Ms. Johnson, Ms. Schafer, and Mr. Kraemer. This year brings less change as our

only new teacher is Mr. Gamble who will be covering for Mr. Kraemer as he takes a parental leave.

Our staff have been busy preparing for the upcoming school year by getting the physical space ready and by

preparing for the new year, and the new curriculum that is being implemented this year. With the changes to

curriculum over the past two school years I think it is prudent to reflect upon our current faith plan as well as

our new division priorities to frame how we will approach these changes and strive to ensure all students are

cherished and achieve their potential.

This is year two of our current three year faith plan. The theme for this year is Build! Pilgrims of Hope. The

guiding scripture passage for this year is Nehemiah 2:18; “I told them that the hand of my God had been

gracious upon me, and also the words that the king had spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us start

building!” So they committed themselves to the common good.” Inspired by this scripture passage we will

continue to try and build our school community in a variety of ways. As a staff we viewed the following

reflection from Bishop Barron where he discusses this Bible passage and the need to build walls and bridges.

Walls to protect us in times of danger and bridges to take what we have been blessed with out into the

greater world and to spread the good word. Bishop Barron argues that we need to build both bridges and

walls. As we continue to move forward with new curriculum and other changes to education and St. Joseph

School we will continue to come back and reflect upon this metaphor of walls and bridges. What are the

walls we need in our lives to keep us safe and steadfast? Are we building bridges in order to connect with

others and to share the gifts we have been given?

This year also marks the start of a new set of Holy Spirit School Division Board priorities. The four action

based priorities are as follows: Strengthening our Catholic Faith, Living Truth and Reconciliation, Belonging in

our Diverse Community, and Learning Through Quality Teaching. As we reflect on these four priorities that

will drive our focus and our continuous improvement plan at St. Joseph School we are once again struck by

the connection to walls and bridges. As you delve deeper into each priority you will see opportunities to build

walls, or strengthen walls that already exist in an effort to strengthen our position and build upon strengths.

However, there are also great opportunities for us to build bridges in an effort to reach out to others and to

share knowledge and wisdom. 

The staff of St. Joseph School is committed to bringing the faith plan and the division priorities to light in all

that we do this year and we will continue to challenge our students to do the same. Last year we challenged

them to Arise! in an effort to try new things and to show gratitude to God by developing their gifts and

talents. I have no doubt that our school community will once again rise to the challenge and I am excited to

see what we can Build! when we all work together.
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Important Dates

Athletic Update
AS WE EMBARK ON A NEW SCHOOL YEAR, PLANNING HAS ALREADY BEGUN FOR OUR UPCOMING JUNIOR

HIGH ATHLETIC PROGRAMS. I AM REALLY LOOKING FORWARD TO THE EXCITEMENT AND
SPORTSMANSHIP THAT OUR ST. JOSEPH ATHLETES WILL BE A PART OF THIS YEAR. PLEASE BE
SURE TO CHECK THE GOOGLE ATHLETIC CALENDAR FOR THE LATEST PRACTICE AND GAME TIMES.

THAT BEING SAID, CROSS COUNTRY PRACTICES WILL BEGIN ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH AND RUN
EVERY WEEK ON MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS FROM 3:30-4:00. THE ZONE MEET WILL TAKE PLACE IN
MEDICINE HAT ON OCTOBER 11TH. A BIG THANK YOU TO MR. COUPLAND AND MRS. OEVERING FOR
HELPING TO COACH OUR CROSS COUNTRY ATHLETES. VOLLEYBALL TRYOUTS WILL BEGIN THE FIRST

WEEK BACK TO SCHOOL ON WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY (SEPTEMBER 6TH AND 7TH). GRADE 6-8
STUDENTS (GRADE 9’S ARE IN WATERTON) ARE ENCOURAGED TO COME OUT TO THESE

TRYOUTS/OPEN GYMS TO SEE IF THEY ARE INTERESTED IN THE SPORT OF VOLLEYBALL. THE
VOLLEYBALL PARENT MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH FROM 4:30-5:00. A
BIG THANK YOU TO OUR COACHES FOR THIS UPCOMING SEASON. OUR JV GIRLS COACHES ARE MRS.
NAGATA, MRS. BARTOSEK AND MRS. D TONIN. OUR SV GIRLS COACHES ARE AIMEE BARON AND MRS.
BARON. AS FOR THE BOYS, WE ARE WAITING TO HEAR BACK ON WHO WILL BE OUR JV COACH BUT
OUR SV COACH IS MR. MULDER. AGAIN, THANKS TO ALL OF THE COACHES WHO MAKE OUR ATHLETIC

PROGRAM SUCH A SUCCESS. I LOOK FORWARD TO AN AMAZING YEAR OF JAGUAR ATHLETICS AND
WISH EACH AND EVERY ATHLETE A SUCCESSFUL AND ENJOYABLE YEAR!

SINCERELY- MR. GAL

TUESDAY, SEPT. 5- FIRST DAY BACK FOR GRADES 1-9
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 6- GR. 9 TO CAMP COLOMBUS
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 6- VBALL TRYOUTS BOYS-3:30 
GIRLS 5:00 
THURSDAY, SEPT. 7-  VBALL TRYOUTS BOYS-3:30 
GIRLS 5:00 
FRIDAY, SEPT. 8- GR. 9 BACK FROM CAMP
FRIDAY, SEPT. 8- GRADES 6-8 CORN MAZE FIELD TRIP
MONDAY, SEPT. 11- FIRST DAY FOR ELP-KINDERGARTEN
MONDAY, SEPT. 11- CROSS COUNTRY BEGINS 3:30 PM
MONDAY, SEPT. 11- VBALL PARENT MTG. 4:30 PM
MONDAY, SEPT. 11- NEW STUDENT JH/GR 6 
ORIENTATION 5:30 
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 13- SUBWAY HOT LUNCH 
(CANTEEN CLOSED)
THURSDAY, SEPT. 14- SJS OPENING MASS 8:45 AM
FRIDAY, SEPT. 15- JAG STORE OPENS
FRI-SAT, SEPT. 15-16- CATS CLASSIC VBALL TOURNAMENT
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 20- PICTURE DAY GR ELP-4
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 20- WELCOME BACK BBQ 5;00 PM
THURSDAY, SEPT. 21- PICTURE DAY GRADES 5-9
THURSDAY, SEPT. 21- GRADES 1-3 TO 8:45 AM MASS
THURSDAY, SEPT. 21- GRADE 6 HEADSTART CLINIC 3:30 PM
FRIDAY, SEPT. 22- PD DAY, NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING FAMILIES. IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY
SIGNED UP FOR SCHOOL CASH ONLINE, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE

AND WE CAN HELP! YOU CAN PAY SCHOOL FEES, FIELD TRIPS, HOT
LUNCHES AND MORE AND IT IS VERY USER FRIENDLY AND A PAINLESS

PROCESS.... I PROMISE!

FRIDAT-SATURDAY SEPT. 22-23 FLVT GRADE 8 BOYS VBALL
TOURNAMENT- LETHBRIDGE
LITTLE STORM JV BOYS AND GIRLS VBALL TOURNAMENT- TABER
SATURDAY, SEPT. 23- SENATOR GERSHAW SV GIRLS VBALL
TOURNAMENT
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 27- LITTLE CAESARS HOT LUNCH (CANTEEN
CLOSED)
THURSDAY, SEPT. 28- GRADES 4-5 TO 8:45 AM MASS
FRIDAY, SEPT. 29- ORANGE SHIRT DAY



SJS HOT LUNCHES
EVERY MONTH, SJS STUDENTS A HOT LUNCH OR TWO. HOT LUNCHES CAN BE PURCHASED ON SCHOOL
CASH ONLINE. ORDERS GENERALLY OPEN AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH AND WILL CLOSE A WEEK
BEFORE THE ACTUAL DAY. THE HOT LUNCHES FOR SEPTEMBER WILL BE SUBWAY AND LITTLE CAESARS.
BE SURE TO CHECK THE CALENDAR FOR ALL DATES. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS FEEL FREE TO

CANTACT THE OFFICE.

NUT AWARE 
IN OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY THERE ARE STUDENTS WHO I-IAVE POTENTIALL LIFE THREATENING ALLERGIES
TO PEANUTS AND NUTS. THEREFORE TO REDUCE THE RISK OF ACCIDENTAL EXPOSURE TO THESE STUDENTS, WE
RESPECTFULL Y ASK FOR THE COOPERATION OF SJS PARENTS/GUARDIANS TO AVOID SENDING PEANUT BUTTER,

OR PRODUCTS WITH PEANUTS OR NUTS LISTED IN THE INGREDIENTS, OR EVEN PRODUCTS LABELED               
"MAY CONTAIN TRACES OF PEANUTS OR NUTS." 

PARKING 
THE BUS LOOP 1S DESIGNATED FOR BUSES ONLY BETWEEN 8:00-9:00 AM AND BETWEEN 3:00-
4:00 PM. FOR SAFETY OF OUR STUDENTS, PLEASE DO NOT USE THE BUS LOOP TO PARK,

DROP OFF, OR PICK UP STUDENTS DURING THIS TIME. THE LANE ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE
SCHOOL 1S FOR DROP OFF OR PICK UPS. IT IS A "KISS AND GO" LANE ONLY. PARKING

THERE BLOCKS TRAFFIC AND CREATES A HAZARDOUS DRIVING CONDITION FOR THOSE GOING
THROUGH. IF YOU NEED TO ENTER THE BUILDING, PLEASE PARK IN THE PARKING LOT OR ON

THE STREET. 

ATTENDANCE REPORTING
IF YOUR CHILD IS UNABLE TO ATTEND SCHOOL FOR ANY REASON, PLEASE PHONE THE

SCHOOL TO EXSCUSE THEM. THE ANSWERING MACHINE IS ALWAYS ON EVEN IF WE
AREN’T HERE. THANKS FOR USING THIS TYPE OF METHOD OF COMMUNICATION AS IT

ELIMINATES PHONE CALLS HOME.

WE ARE SO HAPPY ONCE AGAIN TO BE HOSTING OUR ANNUAL
BACK TO SCHOOL BBQ! THERE WILL BE BURGERS, CHIPS AND

DRINKS FOR EVERYONE TO ENJOY. IT'S A GREAT TIME TO LEARN
ALL ABOUT THE HAPPENINGS HERE AT SJS, MEET THE TEACHERS
AND ENJOY SOME FUN FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER. SO JOIN US ON

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 20 AT 5:00 PM.DUE TO HIGH NUMBERS WE
WILL STAGGER THE EVENING IN TWO GROUPS. IF YOUR LAST

NAME BEGINS WITH A-M PLEASE ARRIVE AT 5:00 PM. N-Z COME AT      
6:00 PM

MORE INFO WILL BE SENT HOME SOON! 

CANTEEN AND BREAKFAST CLUB
SJS HAS A BREAKFAST CLUB AVAILABLE MONDAY-FRIDAY FROM 7:45 AM-8:15 AM.OUR GOAL IS TO HELP

GIVE STUDENTS A GREAT START TO THEIR DAY OF LEARNING. OUR CANTEEN RUNS MONDAYS-THURSDAYS
EVERY WEEK     (NOT INCLUDING HOT LUNCH DAYS) CANTEEN ITEMS CAN BE PURCHASED USING A PUNCH

CARD SYSTEM. THESE PUNCH CARDS CAN BE PURCHASED THROUGH SCHOOL CASH ONLINE.BREAKFAST
CLUB AND CANTEEN BEGIN ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR MORE

INFORMATION.







CHALICE PROJECT 2023/24

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL IS EXCITED TO BE A PART OF A NEW CHALICE PROJECT FOR THE 2023/24 SCHOOL
YEAR. CHALICE IS A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION THAT WORKS IN IMPOVERISHED COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD. IT HELPS TO SUPPORT THE PEOPLE IN THESE COMMUNITIES WITH BASIC NECESSITIES WITH A
MAIN FOCUS ON IMPROVING THE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN THESE COUNTRIES. IN
PREVIOUS YEARS OUR SCHOOL HAS RAISED MONEY TO HELP PROVIDE SCHOOLS IN AFRICA WITH SUCH THINGS
AS COOKING UTENSILS, WATER STORAGE TANKS AND WATER WELLS. THIS YEAR WE ARE HAPPY TO BE PART
OF A LARGER PROJECT WHEREBY ALL SCHOOLS WITHIN OUR HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL DIVISION WILL RAISE

MONEY TO HELP IN THE BUILDING OF A SCHOOL. TO FIND MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS SCHOOL PLEASE
VISIT ST. ODILIA PROJECT WEBSITE. THROUGHOUT THE YEAR WE WILL HAVE FUNDRAISERS TO HELP

SUPPORT THIS PROJECT, PLEASE STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON! IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO DONATE DIRECTLY TO THE PROJECT, USE THE FOLLOWING LINK. PLEASE HELP IN SUPPORTING THIS

MOST WORTHWHILE CAUSE AS WE EMBARK ON OUR SECOND YEAR OF THE THREE YEAR FAITH PLAN, “BUILD!
PILGRIMS OF HOPE.”



















Lethbridge & District 4-H Clubs are looking for new 

members to join their clubs this fall!! 

4-H IS A YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM WITH A LONG, 

RICH HISTORY IN ALBERTA AND AROUND THE WORLD. 

LOOKING FOR MEMBERS 9 – 20 YEARS OF AGE 
SOME CLUBS OFFER THE CLEAVER KIDS PROGRAM - 6 - 8 YEARS OF AGE 

NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
 

4-H is a dynamic program whose projects encompass everything from active living, 

arts, science and technology, crafts, cooking, agriculture and so much more!  

 

The 4-H program gives URBAN and RURAL youth and adults life-long skills such as 

co-operation, leadership, interpersonal relations, critical thinking, decision making, 

organization, public speaking and community service. 

 
Check out the 4-H website for more information – www.4hab.com 

Contact one of the clubs in the Lethbridge District 

Green Acres Dairy 4-H Club – greenacresdairy4h@gmail.com – Toby Kleinsasser 
Project: dairy 

 
Lethbridge Coaldale 4-H Beef – 1daniels@telus.net or call/text 403-308-7191 – Kim Daniels 

Project: beef 
 

Lethbridge Northern 4-H Beef - treenavh@gmx.com – Treena Van Hierden 
Project: beef 

 
Readymade 4-H Multi Club - readymade4hclub@gmail.com – David Hodge 

Projects: beef, sheep, arts, crafts, cats, shooting sports 
 

TNT 4-H Multi Club – melanie.daniels84@gmail.com or 403-635-0564 – Melanie Daniels 
Projects: pheasants, crafts, foods, wood turning, shooting sports, fishing & more 

 
Turin 4-H Club – turinalberta4H@gmail.com or 403-360-4808 – Chelsea Nieboer 

Projects: sheep, beef, sewing 
 

Wild n Wooly 4-H – wnw.sheep@gmail.com or 403-634-7297 – Marina Grant 
Project: sheep 
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